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fr . O'Flaher y ' s boat ~ill arrive in GRlw y t is evenin 
and go by it to Arran tomorrow. Please to send th other 
half notes tC' Galway, eare of Jam s Hardim9. , Esq. Taylor's 
Hill, for me. 

I shall be b8,(;k in about six days but t' . W keman will 
rema in t o sketch a ll the curious remains on the three isia&ds. 78 
I shall take all the historical refel'ences to the Arr nu to have 
them compared "lith the pres nt remains on the spot . When this 
compariso, is finished I shall furnish Mr. Wakeman with a list 
of the monuments to be arawn and measured and leave him to 
finish tlsm. I shall then return h i thec and finish my letters . 

I trust O' eonor Nill take the proper step to recover his 
health . I am very uneasy about him. 

Your obedient servant , 
John O'Donovan. 

OF THE PAHISH OF OMEY. 

SITUATION. This Parish is boun ad on the north by the 
ParisI) of Ballynakill ; on the east by the Parishes of Ballyna
ki ll an Moyrus ; on the south by Moyrus and Ballindoon and on 
the west by the Atlant IC Ocean . 

NA~E. The name of this Parish is written in the Annals of 
the Four MRsters at the year 1017 Iomaith; In Pope Nicholas's 
Taxatio'1 1291; Immagia by Colgan ; Ummy in the Inquisitions taken 
in the reigns of J ames I and Charles I; Imay by 01Fl ahe rty and 
Omey In ~ll mode rn autho ri tIes . The meaning of the tame has not 
been expl~ined by any of the Ir ish writers ancient t modern. 
nor can aClY certain interpretation of it be now gi. ven . The name 
is properly th~t of a.n islaYld on which the great St. Ftochin of 
Fore erected an Abbey in the s eventh cbntury and the etymologi cal 
speculat ist who will stop at no th i ng but guesr,:; away, r'ightly a nd 
wrongly, is very apt to come to the co~c lus ion that the word is 
compounded of I, a n isl~nd and maith, good , i.e . , insula bona ; 
bu.t this is at best a mel'e conjectul~e though it is acknowlAdged 
that its soil is good . 

I shal l here transcribe what the le~rned 0'F1aherty wrot 
about t h is Parish in 1684 :-

73 

"Between Inni stuirk Ca) and Imay I s lands, aa arm of the sea 74 

(a) Now Inishtut'k lylnR: to the south of Omey. 
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